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TELL ET-TIN ON LAKE HOMS, IN THE VALLE7 OF 
THE ORONTESi 

I. M. CASANOWICZ 

M. Gautier undertook his explorations in the valley of the 
Orontes in the spring of 1894 and continued them for more than 
four months. His object was to identify the site of Kadesh, the 
ancient capital of the Hittites. The two tumuli, Tell et-Tin 
and Tell Nebi Mende, seemed alone to agree with the data on 
Kadesh given in the poem of Pentaur and the pictorial repre- 
sentations in the temples of Luxor and Ipsambul, which cele- 
brate among other deeds of Ramses II his victory over the 
Hittites at Kadesh (about 1300 B. C). M. Gautier, for several 
reasons, confined his operations to Tell et-Tin, and though he 
did not attain his main object, the discovery of the site of 
Kadesh, as it is well established that the capital of the Hittites 
was situated near Tell Nebi Mende, the other results of his re- 
searches are of much geographical and anthropological interest. 

Tell et-Tin is an island on the lake of Homs. The latter is 
really a pool formed by an old dam which cuts through the 
river Orontes ten kilometers east of the city of Homs (the ancient 
Emesa). The island is oval-shaped, measuring 300 by 200 
meters ; on the west side it plunges abruptly into the lake, while 
its eastern part is a low and swampy plateau. Upon this plateau 
M. Gautier set up his camp and attacked the tumulus on its east 
side, as the violent winds which blow from the west forbade any 
operations on the west or north front. 

In the course of his excavations M. Gautier was able to dis- 
tinguish in the present composition of the tumulus several lay- 
ers marking different historical periods. The summit of the 
mound, comprising a right angle of 40 by 20 meters, contained 
the debris of fortified military posts which M. Gautier ascribes 
either to the Crusaders or to the period of the struggles between 
the Mohammedan princes who had converted this part of Syria 
into a vast battle-field. The surface of the mound consisted of 

1 Abstract from Note sur les fouilles enterprises dans la haute valUe de VOronle pour 
retrouver V emplacement de I'aneienne ville de Kadech. Extrait des eomptes rendus de 
VAeadhnie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres ; by M. J. E. Gautier. Paris. 1895. 
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a thin stratum which might be referred to the Byzantine and 
Roman periods, for among the bronze medals found in it was 
one with the portrait of the Emperor Claudius. At that time 
no edifice of importance seems to have existed on the island. 
Four and a half meters beneath the summit he came across the 
foundations of a wall which was constructed of chalky limestone 
blocks measuring 1.10 meters by 55 centimeters. One meter 
below this a layer of beton indicated the platform of a citadel 
which once surmounted the mound. This M. Gautier credits to 
Greek civilization; for in this same stratum were found frag- 
ments of pottery made of fine paste, carefully polished, which 
had assumed a beautiful red vermilion hue; among them the 
handle of an amphora which bore the impress of a seal in the 
shape of a heart and was inscribed with two Greek words. There 
were also found there styli and spatulse of bone, lamps, and 
terra-cotta figurines. At a distance of six and a half meters 
from the summit the layer presented quite a different aspect. It 
consisted of a mass of unburned bricks and large undressed basalt 
stones, mingled with the debris of charred wood. M. Gautier is 
inclined to see in this layer the ruins of a large town settled by 
a Phoenician colony. Descending the summit and crossing the 
wall which runs around at a short distance from the present 
crest of the mound, we are suddenly transferred from Greek and 
Phoenician civilization to the primitive Bronze age, as evinced 
by the objects found in the graves with which the flanks of the 
tumulus outside the wall are strewn. The gap between the two, 
M. Gautier thinks, may be filled out with the Hittite occupation 
of the island. It is perhaps worth noticing that, notwithstand- 
ing the excavations were carried to a depth equal to the level of 
the lake, nowhere was virgin soil reached except at one point in 
the southern part of the tumulus. Thus far the topographical 
features of Tell et-Tin. 

Of special interest, from an anthropological standpoint, are the 
objects found by M. Gautier in the tombs mentioned above, which 
are now at the Imperial Ottoman Museum in Constantinople. 

The funerary chambers ran in the direction from east to west. 
Some of them contained only one corpse, but in most of them 
several skeletons were found. The corpses were encased in an 
oval-shaped cofiin of fine pottery clay (not unlike those found 
at Warka), head toward the east and the legs drawn up toward 
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the breast, so as to occupy as little space as possible. Beside 
each body, usually near the head, were placed two small earthen 
vases, one with a narrow neck, the other with a wider opening. 

The layer above the sepulchres contained the debris of char- 
coal mingled with bones of oxen and sheep, evidently the rem- 
nants of a funerary sacrifice and repast. In this layer were em- 
bedded pottery, similar in form to that found in the clay coffins, 
and various bronze weapons. Among these the ax predominated. 
It was small, light, with a rounded edge and provided with a 
socket for the reception of a wooden handle. In the center, on 
both sides of the convex midrib, were oval-shaped holes cutting 
into the socket so as to permit the weapon to be fastened by 
thongs to its handle. Less frequent was the occurrence of small 
blades of lances, which were likewise provided with sockets. 
Still more rare were poniards of large size, which instead of a 
socket had three nails on the blade tongue for attachment to the 
wooden handle, thus seeming to date from a more primitive age 
than the arms described above, as the appearance of the socket 
indicates a more advanced stage of civilization. 

Beside each skeleton were found pins of a peculiar type. 
They were about twenty centimeters in length, the head deco- 
rated with a fluting, with a ring passed through a hole at about 
six centimeters from the head. 

Pieces of bronze plaques, strongly oxidized and apparently 
remnants of shields, were also found in the graves. 

Fragments of necklaces composed of camelian beads, not un- 
like those found in the necropoles of Egypt, were mingled with 
the bones. Occasionally there were also met beads of enameled 
paste and of rock crystal. Some of the tombs contained alabaster 
ornaments in the form of a crescent, with an opening of about 
twenty centimeters, and a small peduncle in the middle of the 
arch. 

Silver was represented by some fragments of bracelets, but no 
trace of iron was discovered. 

In one tomb, which contained more than twejity corpses, an 
Egyptian seal of enameled paste was found It was oval in 
shape, pierced by an oblong hole, and inscribed with hiero- 
glyphic characters. 

Underneath these layers, with remnants of the bronze epoch 
and reaching down to the water-level, was collected a quantity 
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of cutlery of silex in the form of blade fragments. Some of these 
prehistoric arms were of smoked rock crystal. 

From the fact that bronze implements make their appearance 
abruptly, without the indication of other changes in the social 
life and without a marked line of separation from those of the 
stone age, M. Gautier concludes that the same race inhabited the 
site of Tell et-Tin at these different epochs, and that it learned 
the use of bronze all at once from the peoples of the Caucasus, 
who were more advanced in civilization and with whom it had 
commercial relations. 



American Association. — An informal conference of the mem- 
bers of Section H of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science was held in Hamilton hall, Columbia University, 
New York, December 30. Miss Fletcher presided and about a 
score of members of the section took part in the proceedings. 
The chief purpose of the conference was to discuss the scope of 
anthropology and to consider the desirability of obtaining au- 
thority from the Association for the holding of winter meetings 
of the section. It was the general opinion that semiannual 
meetings of the section would be useful to the anthropologists of 
the country and would tend to strengthen the Association, and 
steps were taken toward the establishment of a series of winter 
meetings, to be held in different cities. A number of communi- 
cations on the scope of anthropology and on recent work in the 
science were presented and discussed. 



Major J. W. Powell, Director of the Bureau of American Eth- 
nology, is delivering a course of six lectures in Columbian Uni- 
versity. These lectures embrace the results of recent researches 
not yet printed. The titles are : (1) The Science of Anthropology 
Defined and Characterized ; (2) The Science of Demonomy De- 
fined and Characterized ; (3) Savagery Defined and Character- 
ized ; (4) Barbarism Defined and Characterized ; (5) Primitive 
Civilization Defined and Characterized ; (6) Modern Civilization 
Defined and Choracterized. 



